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Since the slart of production, it seens that
A.naconda lriin:ials Cornpany's Carr Foih
underground copPer oper.,tion near ToooJe,

Utah has b"een in trouble.
First, it was unable to reach more than {o

percent of the designed production rate.
Ttren there was a hoisting accident in llay

t98O tlat forced the operation to shut do*n for
three months

Apparently unable to quickly increase
production and facing a depressed and un-
cerLain copper market, Anaconda closed the
entire operation for a yean.

Although operationi were !o have resumed
in November, company officials recently told
120 of the remaining 1?0 workers tbey were
being laid off indefinitelY.

The remaining employees had been doing
underground development work, company
officials said, but this work was irnmediately
suspended with the October announcement.
Flfty workers remain to continue PudpitlS
asd otler services to mainLain the mine ia a
"slate of readiness for the future," said C\rt
Burton, company sPokesman.

Mine production slarted in Augttst 1979, five
years after development of tbe project was

Arrge*r:';.J nilf ::n*sning ite:l.ln*-nr.l.
!it-..,sJt

announced. Production began one da1' ahead
of schedule and rr'as near budget projectiors
of $?30 rnillon. The future seemed bright.

One of the few unCerground base metal
mines developed in the United States in the
t97G, Carr Fork was to produce between
41,000 and 50,000 tors annually of copper
conlained in concentrales. Mine production
was [o be 9,000 metric tons of ore a day.

Less than a year later, in May 1980, I
hoisting accident eaused tbe new operation to
be out of commission for nearly three months.
Anaconda estimated the downtime cost the
company about l0 million Pounds of
production. In addition, there was equipment
replacement cost of about $1.2 million and
labor overbead and oulside service costs of
about 31.4 million.

No one was laid off in this incident, but on

November 18, 1981 operations were suspended
during the copper slump in order to dear up

"technical problems" that had prevenLed the
mine from working at more than 40 percent of
capacity. The production level at the time of
the shutdown was 3,600 metric tons of ore g

day, or about 4,1 million pounds of copper a
year.

Only 100 workers lost their jobs, leaving em

to acconllish the necessary- develc;:r,-nt
sork ttrat tire company warited cor,'-iriuid.
llilling and concentrating operations s'ere
idled during the year and mainbenance and
office staffing were reduced to levels ncedsd
to handle the development activities.

ABLE TO MEET COI{TRASII|
The shutdo*n didn't create any pmbllms

with the company's ability to meet con-
centrate contracts with several Japanese
companies. Anaconda supplied tbe con-
centrates from its long-time mainstay, the
Berkeley openpit operation at Butte, and
from its one-half interest in Anamax n''iling
Company at T\r'in Butbes, south of Tucson.

At the time Carr Fork ceased production,
Bill ltrompson, r'ice president of Anacond,s's
copper operations, said, "Depressed con-
ditions in the copper business hsve forced us
to reconsider tbe schedule. We are slowing
down development work at Carr Fork, n'ith
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" Gold mining profit depends os1 who's doing it, end where
By r PAY DIRT Srff ncponc

Several of Nevada's large gold mines could
make a profit with gold selling at only *200 an
ouDoe, ggsglding to I r€cent report

the nation'g largest gold mine, however,
wonld break cven at a lit0e lets tban f3S0,
saln tbc September issue of Minc Develop
ment Monthly, a newsletter pubtisbed in
Boulder.

Average gold prodrrcEon costs in tbe Untt€d
Ststes is @ an ounoe, up from $229 in 19S0.

That comparea witb about gU an ornce in
South Africa,'wbich accounts for more than
hro-tbirdg of Ftee World output.

Ttre lowest+oot producer is Pinson Mning
Compa.ny, a relatively new openpit operaHon
noar lVinnemucca, wherccctr were reported
to be $121 an ounoe. Pinson'! cctt were tU5
sn ounse l,ait year. ..

Pinson is e joint venhrre of several
Canadian firms, indudinS lac.na Mlling
Corporation and Rapocl Mlnea Inc.

lte operation produoes 1,500 tons a day of
orc tbat gradea behreen 0.1!l and 0.20 ormce of

gold a ton. tiining and milling costs wer.e
reported as $19.95 a ion of ore.

Mine Development l\Iontbly said Carlin
Gold Mining Company operationr and
Fteeport Gold Company'g Jerritt Canyon
hoject both have costs that "are believed to
be in the area of gZ[."

Carlin, a turit of Newmont Mining Cor-
poration, has mining, milling and
operations - and
discovered

Corr

long-term economic ou0ooL"
"The mine will continue pumping and 

-

maintainlng its facillties until marhet con-
ditioru improve," said Bob.Ftantz, Carr Fort
Inanager,.

Company officials arc making no public
predictions as to .when operationr can
FeSrrl'le.

'Te would be gmartcr than the market if

Itletrle Week says overall Produc'oD cost ts
below $195 en ounce "becaus€ of a patented
do$leoxidation prooess that treatr kggi.
Creek's 0.185 ounce per ton grade rcfractory
higb+arbon ore economicdly."

Newmont ir expecting to recorrer lg5,0(n
ouncer of gold thir year from itc unit. Itc
nearby Gold Quqrry Foieat is orpected to
come on lire in 1981, adding between un,000

ounceE a year-0o totsl outg$.
Canym operation'a BeIl mine,

when things were going to picl up,"
Burtm Eald. "But thir ls in no sense an
abandonment of tbe pmject, but jrut a cur-
teilnent undl thlngs get better," hc added.

A4acon{a hes been trying to selt tbe un-
dergfoud property and at leest hro 6rms -Noranda Mines Ltd., a Canadien ffua, and
Kennecott Minerale Company, whce Uteh
Copper Division ls next door to Carr ForL,
po*sibly on the same orebody - have sent in
leams !o consider the operation, but neither
bas expressed further interest.

: Elko. lte

rcT l"u;(oo'1

A new method of minlng, which began laat
. May, bsr bad encouragtug reeults, trbantz

raid. But even with tlir ray ol suruhine in a
.ratben gloomy sky, the company still had to
rhut down operation. -.'-- Ftantz sbys copper pricer will have to get
back up to t1.f0 b start Car Fort up again.

"It wlll be very difficnlt for any of ttrc
workers to relocatc wilhin Tooele @unt)r,"
seid Ken Msrtincz, of tbe Utah Job Servicu.
"It'l nially trgly otrt there when it comes to
finding wort. We still bave people from our
lest list that we are trying to belp lind sort."

the layotrof tbc liD workers is expected 0o

boctst the cann[r's uemployment rate even
higber. ltmngb August, tbe ratc was 10.0
percent, about two percentage points abovc
the stat€side averagc. 

^

Phoenix 4OO and lOOO watt High Pressure Sodium floodlights produce up
to seven times more light than Incandescents. .. twice as much as Mercury
\hpor. . . with the same amount of electricity.

Longer lamp lile too, because multiplane socket mount and resilient lamp
guide absorb shock and vibration. Mount directly on heaw equipment or towem.
Heavy cast aluminum body and eaqy lamp changing are just a few of the other
features that make them superior. Send lor deta-ils. pH-568
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